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SOUTHEAST ASIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETIES

STATUTES
PREAMBLE
The Southeast Asian Geotechnical Society (SEAGS) was founded in April 1967, under the name Southeast Asian Society of Soil Engineering, to cater to the needs of geotechnical engineers in countries of Southeast Asia which did not themselves have similar national societies.  The present name of the Society was adopted in February 1982 to reflect the broadened scope of the Society’s activities. The Society (SEAGS) is affiliated with the three core international societies in geotechnics, namely, the International Society of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE), the International Society of Rock Mechanics (ISRM) and the International Association of Engineering Geology (IAEG). The core national members of SEAGS prior to the formation of the Association of Geotechnical Societies in Southeast Asia (AGSSEA) were Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, and Singapore.  The AGSSEA was formed in 2007 starting with three founding member societies: SEAGS, Vietnamese Society of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (VSSMGE), and Hong Kong Geotechnical Society (HKGES).  AGSSEA currently has eight member societies including SEAGS, VSSMGE, HKGES, Geotechnical Society of Singapore (GeoSS), Thai Geotechnical Society (TGS), Chinese Taipei Geotechnical Society (CTGS), Indonesian Society for Geotechnical Engineering or Himpunan Ahli Teknik Tanah Indonesia (HATTI), and Malaysian Geotechnical Society (MGS).  Since 2007, SEAGS has continued to work very closely with AGSSEA as well as with those in the Southeast Asian region who do not have their own national societies directly attached to the three core International Societies namely, ISSMGE, ISRM, and IAEG. The current revision truly reflects the current status of SEAGS-AGSSEA partnership. Due to historical reasons, SEAGS have a large number of life members and many reside in most continents outside Southeast Asia. 
1.
OBJECTIVES

1.1
The objective of the Society shall be the promotion of cooperation among engineers, geologists and other scientists predominantly in Southeast Asia and those from elsewhere interested in Southeast Asia from for the advancement of knowledge in geotechnics.  Geotechnics shall imply the widest possible scope, including soil engineering, rock mechanics, engineering geology and applied geophysics.
1.2
In pursuance of this objective SEAGS now shall:

(a)
work in relation with the established National Groups in Geotechnical Engineering in the region in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam & Indonesia which are now members of the Association of Geotechnical Engineering in Southeast Asia (AGSSEA) and concentrate on other countries in Southeast Asia where no national groups exist.
(b) help and promote joint conferences in association with AGSSEA member countries and continue the series of Southeast Asian Geotechnical Conferences (SEAGC) periodically held once in three to four years previously from 1967 to 2010 and now became the joint conference of SEAGS and AGSSEA titled SEAGC-AGSSEAC.
(c) publish a journal which shall contain papers of interest to geotechnical engineers.
(d) cooperate with the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE), the International Association of Engineering Geology (IAEG), the International Society for Rock Mechanics (ISRM), and other such bodies and societies as may be appropriate.

2.
MEMBERSHIP

2.1
Any professional engaged or otherwise actively interested in geotechnical engineering or related fields shall be entitled to be a Member of the Society upon payment of the appropriate entrance fee and annual subscription. Any Member can avail the option to be Life Member upon payment of appropriate fees stipulated in Section 3.3.
2.2
A person of eminence in geotechnical engineering or a related field who has made or may make a substantial contribution to the Society may be elected as Honorary Member of the Society by a simple majority vote of the General Committee upon nomination by two of the Committee Members.  Honorary Members shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of Members without payment of subscriptions.

2.3
Any organization or company engaged or otherwise actively interested in geotechnical engineering or related fields are encouraged and shall be entitled to be an Institution Member of the Society upon payment of the appropriate entrance fee and annual subscription. Each Institution Member shall nominate one representative Institute Member in Society’s business. Each Institution Member will be entitled to 5 sets of Journal and Newsletter publications.

3.
ENTRANCE FEES, SUBSCRIPTIONS AND OTHER DUES 

3.1
The entrance fee and annual subscriptions shall be determined by the General Committee from time to time.

3.2
Annual subscriptions are payable in January of each year.  If a member falls into arrears with his subscription, he shall be informed by the Hon. Secretary-General.  If a member fails to settle his arrears in more than two years, he will cease to be a member of the Society and his name will be removed from the membership roster.

3.3
Any member can avail the option to be Life Member upon payment of the following appropriate fees:
(a) For a person older than 60 (including 60) years old, five times of annual regular membership fee.

(b) For a person more than 55 (including 55) but less than 60 years, [(60-age) +5} times annual regular membership fee.

(c) For a person less than 55 years old, ten times of the regular annual membership fee.

4.
GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

4.1
The supreme authority of the Society is vested in the General Meeting of the Members presided over by the President.

4.2
A General Meeting of the Members shall be held at the time of every Conference of the Society.

4.3
At other times, an Extra-ordinary General Meeting may be called by the President at the order of the General Committee.  The President must call an Extraordinary General Meeting upon request in writing of not less than 25 percent of the total voting membership or 30 voting members, whichever is lesser, within two months of receiving the request.  The notice in writing shall be given to the Hon. Secretary-General setting forth the business that is to be transacted. If necessary, such meetings can be done via internet means.
4.4
At least 25 percent of the total voting membership or 30 voting members, whichever is lesser, present at a General Meeting shall constitute a quorum.

4.5
At a General Meeting, a voting member may represent a maximum of two other voting members by proxy.  The proxy shall be presented to the Hon. Secretary-General prior to the Meeting.

5.
MANAGEMENT

5.1
General Committee

5.1.1
The Society’s authority shall be vested in the General Committee, chaired by the President of the Society.

5.1.2
The General Committee shall comprise of:

(a) the President of the Society,

(b) the Hon. Secretary-General of the Society,

(c) the two immediate Past-Presidents of the Society,

(d) the other Past-Presidents of the Society, with their agreement, and
(e) co-opted members up to a maximum of seven.

5.1.3
The General Committee shall meet during the SEAGC-AGSSEAC.
           The quorum for a meeting shall be not less than one-half of the Committee Members.  A Committee Member may be represented at a meeting by another Society Member provided the Hon. Secretary-General is notified in writing prior to the meeting.

5.1.4
In addition to Committee meetings, postal communications may be used to conduct Society business, and these shall have the same authority as Committee meetings, provided that there is a ‘quorum’ of not less than three-quarters of the Committee Members for voting purposes.

5.2
Executive Committee

5.2.1
The Executive Committee shall be responsible for implementing the decisions of the General Committee.  It shall consist of the President, the Immediate Past-Presidents, and the Secretary-General of SEAGS. The term of office of a Member of the Executive Committee shall be the same as that of a Member of the General Committee. 
5.2.2
The Executive Committee, if needed, shall meet as frequently as possible at the discretion of the President.  A quorum shall consist of four Members, one of whom shall be the President. Postal communications may be used to conduct business, and these shall be subject to the same quorum and have the same authority as meetings.

5.3.
Society Officers

5.3.1
The President of the Society shall serve for the period between two consecutive Southeast Asian Geotechnical Conferences.  He shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the General Committee Members at a meeting on the occasion of a Conference, and he shall assume office immediately after the Conference is closed.

5.3.2
The Hon. Secretary-General of the Society shall be a faculty member of the Asian Institute of Technology, and he shall be appointed by the General Committee on the recommendation of the President.  He shall generally serve for the same period as the President, but the General Committee shall have the power to vary this at its absolute discretion.

5.3.3

Co-opted Members of the General Committee shall serve for a period decided by the General Committee, but their membership shall automatically cease when a new President assumes office.  Co-opted members shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the General Committee. The co-opted members have a maximum number of 7 members.
5.3.4
If for any reason, the tenure of the President, Hon. Secretary-General or a General Committee Member ceases between Conferences, he shall be replaced in the manner prescribed above to serve for the remaining period of office.

6.
SPONSORSHIP

The Society shall be sponsored by the Asian Institute of Technology.
7.
SECRETARIAT

7.1
The Secretariat of the Society shall be based at the Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand.
7.2
The Hon. Secretary-General of the Society shall undertake the administrative duties associated with the Society in liaison with the President, the Executive Committee and the General Committee.
7.3
The Hon. Secretary-General shall be responsible for maintaining records of the income and expenditure of the Society, and shall provide the annual account statement for the preceding year to the General Committee in February of each year.

8.
CHANGES TO THE STATUTES

8.1
Changes to the Statutes shall be made only upon the recommendation of at least three-quarters of those Members voting at a meeting of the General Committee or with the recommendations of at least three-quarters of those General Committee Members voting by postal ballot.

8.2
Changes to the Statutes shall be made by approval of the General Meeting of Members.

The Society’s original Statutes were adopted at the first General Committee meeting of the Society held in Bangkok on the 28th April 1967.  Subsequent revisions were made:

(a) at the General Committee meeting held in Singapore on 12th June 1970,

(b) by postal ballot in September 1975,

(c) by postal ballot in February 1981,

(d) by postal ballot in December 1982 on the basis of decisions taken at the General Committee meeting held in Hong Kong on 25th November 1982, 

(e) by postal ballot in February 1998,
(f) at the General Committee meeting held in Hong Kong on 25th May 2011, 
(g) at the General Committee Meeting held in Bangkok in 2017 during the 50th Anniversary event, and
(h) at the General Committee Meeting held in Jakarta on 6th November 2018.
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