
Professor A. Zh. Zhussupbekov from Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan), who is the former VP of 
IISSMGE for Asia, visited Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from 22nd to 24th of April, 2014 based on the invitation 
received from Dean of Quality at King Saud University Prof. Abdullah I. He started his visit by visiting the 
office of dean of quality of KSU, and discussed with him about methods and procedures of improving the 
quality of education and specialty accreditation (Photo 1 and 2).  
 

     
 

Photos 1 and 2. Dean of Quality of King Saud University (KSU) Prof. Abdullah I. Al-Mhaidib 
and Prof. Zhussupbekov 

 
Professor Zhussupbekov presented 
course of lectures on themes of 
"Geotechnical construction and testing of 
pile foundations of mega structures in 
problematic soil conditions of Astana"; 
"Geotechnical aspects of natural and 
techno-genic situations (by experience of 
Chernobyl – Ukraine and Fukushima, 
Japan)”, and “ISSMGE in the past, 
present and future” at the department of 
Civil Engineering at King Saud University. 
The contents of these invited lectures 
were discussed previously with the 
Department of Civil Engineering of KSU. 
After each lecture, the audiences 
discussed the results and methods 
presented by Kazakhstan scientist (Photo 
3). 

 
He also discussed the possibility of opening a branch of ISSMGE in Saudi Arabia (Photo 4), since there are 
many mega structures nowadays in Saudi Arabia. For example, four subways were designed and started to 
be built in Riyadh, Medina, Makkah, Jeddah, as well as other geotechnical infrastructures throughout the 
country.  
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REPORT FROM PROF. ASKAR ZHUSSUPBEKOV 
Lectures at King Saud University (KSU), Saudi Arabia 

 
Photo 3. Discussion during lecture of Prof. Zhussupbekov 



During his visit, Prof. Zhussupbekov met the Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, Mr. 
Bakhyt Batyrshaev (Photo 5) and discussed with him about the aspects of scientific and technological 
cooperation between Kazakhstan and Saudi Arabia. In near future, there will be a planned International 
Geotechnical Workshops on technical committee ISSMGE “Megacities and new capitals of two cities Astana 
(Kazakhstan) and Riyadh (Saudi Arabia)” with participation of students of Ph.D, Masters and Bachelorswho 
have of specialty of Civil Engineering from both universities of ENU and KSU.  
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REPORT FROM PROF. ASKAR ZHUSSUPBEKOV (CONTINUED) 
 

Photo 4 Prof. Zhussupbekov with members of 
Department of Civil Engineering of KSU 

Photo 5 From the left to the right: Prof. A.Zh. 
Zhussupbekov, Dean of Quality of KSU Prof. 
Abdullah I. Al-Mhaidib, Ambassador of Kazakhstan 
to Saudi Arabia and Bahrain Mr. Bakhyt Batyrshaev 



Deep Foundations Institute (DFI), Middle East Chapter had organized DFI Middle East Conference (DFIMEC 
2014) at Dubai, UAE during April 2-3, 2014. The DFI Middle East Conference is the region’s leading technical 
conference in the field of foundation engineering. The Second Edition of the conference aimed to provide 
an opportunity for the region’s geotechnical engineering practitioners and academicians to interface, 
exchange information and experience, and present the latest developments in the field of foundation design 
and construction. Co-sponsored by the Deep Foundations Institute, the Dubai Technology and Media Free 
Zone Authority  (DTMFZA), and the American University in Dubai (AUD), and supported by the UAE Society 
of Engineers, this 2014 conference builds upon the success of DFIMEC 2012 and provided a top-quality forum 
for discussing cutting edge technologies and current developments in the field through case histories. The 
conference exhibit, running in parallel with the technical sessions, enabled companies to showcase their 
qualifications and project portfolios. 2014 DFI Middle East Conference chairs were Prof. Alaa K. Ashmawy 
of American University Dubai and Prof. Rolf Katzenbach of Technical University Darmstadt Germany. 
Technical program chair was Dr. Khaldoun Fahoum, who is also the Chair of DFI Middle East. Technical and 
Organizing Committee members were Mr. Marwan Alzaylaie (Chair) of DTMFZA, Mr. Emad Sharif of ACES, Mr. 
Faizur Rahman of DTMFZA and Salah Al Dilmi of Road and Traffic Authority (RTA) Dubai.  
 
2014 DFI Middle East Conference held at American University in Dubai during April 2-3, 2014 featured 
prominent six (6) keynote presentations by (1) Professor Dr.-Ing. Rolf Katzenbach, Professor and Director of 
Institute and Laboratory of Geotechnics, Technical University Darmstadt, Germany and Chairman of ISSMGE 
Technical Committee TC 212 – Deep Foundations, who is a world-renowned expert on pile-raft foundations, 
delivered the keynote lecture on ‘Value Engineering for Deep Foundation Challenges’; (2) Professor Silvano 
Marchetti, Professor of L’Aquila University, Italy, who is a key figure in geotechnical site characterization 
and in-situ testing using DMT and SDMT, gave the keynote lecture on ‘Settlement Prediction and Liquefaction 
Analysis from the Flat Dilatometer Test’; (3) Professor Deepankar Choudhury, Professor of Civil Engineering 
Department, IIT Bombay, Mumbai, India, and Secretary of ISSMGE Technical Committee TC 212 – Deep 
Foundations, who is an expert on geotechnical earthquake engineering, delivered the keynote lecture on 
‘Earthquake-Resistant Design of Tailings Dams and Pile Foundations – Case Studies from India’; (4) Dr. Yoichi 
Watabe, Director of Geotechnical Engineering, Port and Airport Research Institute, Japan, and Secretary of 
Japanese Geotechnical Society (JGS), who is a leading authority in the design and development of airports 
in Japan, gave the keynote lecture on ‘Construction of Haneda Airport’s Fourth Runway: Hybrid Reclamation 
and Piled Pier Structure’; (5) Dr. Ronald Brinkgreve, Manager Research and Projects in PLAXIS and Associate 
Professor in TU Delft, Netherlands, a pioneer in the field of finite element modeling of foundations using 
PLAXIS, talked on ‘Efficient Modeling of Pile Foundations in the Finite Element Method’; and (6) Professor 
J. T. Shahu, Professor of Civil Engineering Department, IIT Delhi, New Delhi, India, who is an expert on 
railway engineering, delivered the keynote lecture on ‘Geotechnical Evaluation and Finite Element Analysis 
of Railway Track Foundation’. 
 
Photographs takes during this conference are shown in the following pages. 
 
Submitted by: Mr. Marwan Alzaylaie (DTMFZA), Organizing & Technical Committee of DFIMEC-2014, Dubai. 
Email: Marwan.Alzaylaie@dtmfza.gov.ae 
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