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                            1. Vacuum and Surcharge Loadings in Oedometer Test (after Chai et al, 2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Distribution of Soft Clay Deposits                    3. Deep mixing using High Presure Jet Grout                           
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Preface 

 
 

This special issue is dedicated to Professor Dennes T. Bergado to commemorate his retirement from the 

Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in June, 2013.   The general theme of this issue is: Soft Ground 

improvement and Geosynthetics, which has been the main area of Prof. Bergado‟s personal research 

activity over the past 3 decades and to which he has contributed enormously. The idea of having a special 

issue for Prof.  Bergado‟s retirement came from Prof.  A.  S. Balasubramaniam in March 2012. When he 

asked us to be guest editors for this issue, we accepted the invitation happily and eagerly.   Prof. Bergado 

was Prof. Jinchun Chai‟s supervisor for his Doctor of Engineering Degree in AIT (1992), and he is also a 

close friend of Prof. Shuilong Shen. 

 

We were determined to make the issue one of very high standards and a lasting and memorable 

contribution to the subject area.   We started to invite active researchers in the field to contribute their 

new research results or state-of-the-art papers in April 2012.   All those we invited responded warmly and 

enthusiastically, and we believe this was because of Prof. Bergado‟s outstanding contribution to the field 

as well as his friendly personality.   We informed all who agreed to contribute that all papers would be 

subject to strict critical review and only those papers that satisfactorily addressed all review comments 

would be finally included in this issue. Thirteen (13) full papers were received by the end of 2012. 

Review and revision works took about 4 months and in May 2013, the 13 high quality papers were finally 

accepted and ready for publication.   Among these papers, 7 are review articles, i.e., state-of-the-art 

papers, and 6 contain essentially new and previously unpublished material. 

 

In the meantime, we invited senior professors in the field of geotechnical engineering who know Prof. 

Bergado well to write their thoughts and reflections about him for this special issue. The notes penned by 

Prof. H.G. Poulos, Prof. S.K. Kim & Prof. N. Miura are included with this preface. It  is  hoped  that  

these  short  notes  will  provide  inspiration to  young researchers  and  engineers  working  in  the  area  

of  ground  improvement and the application of geosynthetics. 

 

Finally we would like to thank all the contributors and people who helped us to make this special issue a 

success. We wish Prof. Dennes T. Bergado a very happy retirement and at the same time urge him to 

continue to contribute professionally to the fields of soft ground improvement and the use of 

geosynthetics.   We feel he still has much to offer to our profession. 

 

 

 

Jinchun Chai , Saga, Japan 

Shui-Long Shen  Shanghai, China 
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