Minutes of the Meeting of the General Committee (GC) 

of the Southeast Asian Geotechnical Society (SEAGS) 

at Room N238, AIT Academic Building

on 17 May 2006 coinciding with the SBIA Symposium 2006
Present:





Apologies:

Prof. K.Y. Yong (President)



Dr. J.C. Li 

Prof. D.T. Bergado (Secretary-General)


Prof. S.L. Lee


Dr. Z.C Moh





Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam

Dr. S. Sambhandaraksa




Dr. S.S. Woo

 


Dr. C.D. Ou





Dr. S.S. Gue


Dr. W.H. Ting





Dr. M.F. Chang


Dr. T.A. Ooi





Dr. W. Mairaing

Dr. S.F. Chan





Prof. K. Petchgate

Mr. S.K. Tang


Dr. N. Phienwej (Journal Editor)

2006.1 
Welcome – Prof. K.Y. Yong
The SEAGS President, Prof. K.Y. Yong, welcome all GC members present in the meeting. The SEAGS President being the Chair of the Meeting suggested to move up in the agenda  item on Federation of SEAGS Societies.

2006.2  
Report of the Secretary-General – Prof. D.T. Bergado


2006.2a 
Membership 

The SEAGS membership was 191 in 2005.  This year, as of April 2006, 64 members have renewed their memberships. Members are still in the process of renewals. The first reminder were sent last March 2006.  Another reminder will be sent in June 2006.   It was agreed that reminder for next year’s memberships will be sent early in November 2006.  Deadline of  membership renewal for next year will be set at 31 January 2007.   Currently, only 30% of SEAGS members have email addresses. The updating of email addresses will be continued.  It is also suggested to initiate the issuance of SEAGS membership cards.  

The roles of the Country Representatives are crucial in increasing SEAGS membership.  It is suggested that the election of Country Representatives will be started early by mailing the ballots June 2006.   Elections will be held for Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan.  The Country Representative for Thailand will be the Chairman of the Sub-committee on Geotechnical Engineering of  the Engineering Institute of Thailand (EIT).  

The SEAGS membership form will be revised to include Institutional, Company and Life memberships.  The formula for Life membership is retirement age minus current age multiplied by the yearly membership fee.  The revised membership form will be uploaded in the website after  approval of the SEAGS Executive Committee.

2006.2b 
SEAGS Newsletter

The February 2006 issue of the SEAGS Newsletter was distributed on time.

2006.2c 
Financial Report

The SEAGS financial status was presented.  It was noted that in 2005 approximately half a million Bahts were utilized in the SEAGS operation.  Thus, the donations from 15th SEAGS Conference in Bangkok and from the 5th Young Asian Geotechnical Conference in Taiwan amounting to 480,420 Bahts have been utilized in 2005.

2006.2d 
ISRM Matters

Prof. Ted Brown will be supported by SEAGS for the Mueller Award. ISRM International Symposium and Annual Meeting as well as the 4th Asian Rock Mechanics Symposium will be held in November 2006 in Singapore.  Dr. N. Phienwej will represent SEAGS.
2006.2e 
IAEG Matters 

According to IAEG Statutes and By-laws, Hans-Cloos Medal and Richard-Wolters Prize will be awarded in 2006. The formal presentation will take place during the 10th International Congress of IAEG in Nottingham (UK.) on 7 to 10 September 2006. 
The 11th International Congress of IAEG will be held in 2010.   
2006.2f 
ISSMGE Matters
The memberships of the Technical Committees (TC) for 2005-2009 indicate that SEAG members have been included in TC2, TC4, TC6, TC17, TC23, TC28, TC32, TC39 and TC40.  It was further commented that Dr. K.K. Phoon of SEAGS is a core member of 4 TCs.  The SEAGS President will check with him with regards to his workload.

2006.3 
Federation of SEAG Societies – Prof. K.Y. Yong

The discussions of the Federation of SEAG Societies will continue until the end of this year when the Statutes will be finalized by the SEAGS Executive Committee.  The formal launching of the Federation will be made during the 16th SEAG Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in May 2007. The initial prospective institutional members of the Federation will be the national societies from Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Hong Kong and SEAGS which will be representing the other countries in Southeast Asia.  Institutional membership fees will be established to support the normal operations of the Federation.  A brochure about the Federation will be circulated at the end of this year.

2006.4 
Journal Editor’s Report – Dr. N. Phienwej

In 2005, the Geotechnical Engineering Journal was sent to 120 subscribers and 191 SEAG members as well as 3 Honorary Members.   This year, only 30 subscribers have renewed as of April 2006.  Reminder will be sent again in June 2006.

The preparations of the April 2006 issue is still going on .   It will contain 5 papers.  Due to difficulties of obtaining the Science Citation Index (SCI) status, it was suggested to obtain first the Engineering Index (EI) Compendex.  This task is assigned to the Journal Editor.

Due to problems of paper submissions, it was agreed to send request to each GC member of SEAGS to campaign for at least 10 papers.  It was also suggested to inquire to each reviewer regarding the number of papers they can review each year to avoid delay.
 

2006.5        SEAGS Presence in AIT – Prof. D.T. Bergado 
In the scheduled meeting of GC members and AIT President, Prof. Said Irandoust, immediately after the GC Meeting, it would be emphasized that the hosting of SEAGS Headquarters is beneficial to AIT in terms of public relations and visibility.  AITs role will be prominently mentioned in the coming 40th SEAGS Anniversary volume to be published in the 16th SEAG Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia next year.

2006.6 
SBIA Symposium Report – Prof. D.T. Bergado

The SBIA Symposium has been successful with about 100 paid participants, 20 of whom from abroad.  The Keynote, Special and Invited Lectures were presented well and were highly-acclaimed by the participants.  The income amounted to 460,000 Bahts minus expenses of 240,000 Bahts with net income of about 220,000 Bahts.   The GC members who served as Resource Speakers, Sponsors, Session Chairs and Participants and SEAG have been gratefully acknowledged.

2006.7
Progress Report of 16th SEAGC 2007 – Dr. T.A. Ooi
The preparations for the 16th SEAGC 2007 is going on very well.   Already, more than 150  abstracts have been received.  More promotional and marketing efforts will be done in the near future.

2006.8
      Progress of 13th ARC 2007 in Calcutta, India – Prof. D.T. Bergado
Twenty papers have been allocated to SEAGS.  To date, 20 abstracts have been received.  More abstracts are expected.  Subsequently, the SEAGS Executive Committee will select 20 to 25 abstracts for the 13th ARC 2007.

2006.9 
40th Anniversary Volume of SEAGS – Dr. W.H. Ting
The 40th Anniversary Volume will consist of the update of the 1985 Volume prepared by Prof. Bala and Prof. Bergado.  This volume will contain the History of SEAGS and Country Reports. The History of SEAGS including the role of AIT will be written by Prof. Bala together with Prof. Bergado and edited by Dr. Moh. The Country Reports will consist of a lead paper to be written by a senior author supported by 2 to 3 papers by younger members from each country member of SEAGS.

