Minutes of the SEAGS General Committee (GC) Meeting

at Sheraton Subang Hotel & Towers, Subang Jaya, 

Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia

8 May 2007, 15:45 to 18:00
Present:





Apologies:

Prof. K.Y. Yong (President)

Prof. D.T. Bergado (Secretary-General)

Dr. Z.C Moh

Prof. S.L. Lee

Dr. S. Sambhandaraksa

Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam 

Dr. W.H. Ting

Dr. T.A. Ooi

Dr. S.F. Chan

Dr. J. Chu 

Prof. M. L. Lin 

Mr. S.K. Tang 

Mr. Y. W. Yee 

Prof. J.C.C. Li 

Dr. W. Mairaing 

Prof. K. Petchgate

Dr. S.S. Woo

Dr. C.D. Ou

Dr. N. Phienwej (Journal Editor)

2007.1 
Welcome – Prof. K.Y. Yong
The SEAGS President, Prof. K.Y. Yong, welcome all GC members present in the meeting, and acknowledged the presence of new GC members Mr. Yew Weng Yee,  Dr. J. Chu and Prof. M. L. Lin.  The Chair reminded the GC members that this will be his last meeting as SEAGS President and suggested an addition in the agenda for nomination of incoming SEAGS President.  He mentioned the selection criteria and the nomination of Dr. Chung-Tien Chin.  Dr. Chung-Tien Chin is a Senior Vice President of Moh and Associates, Taiwan.  The nomination was seconded by Prof. Balasubramaniam and Dr. Ooi.  Subsequently, Dr. Chin was elected as the new SEAGS President succeeding Prof. K. Y. Yong and he was invited into the GC Meeting to give his acceptance speech.  He will be the SEAGS President and will be presiding in all the succeeding SEAGS GC meetings until the year 2010.

2007.2  
Report of the Secretary-General – Prof. D.T. Bergado

2007.2a 
Financial Report

The SEAGS members amounted to 212 in 2006.  This year 116 members have already renewed.  The membership renewal is still going on.  The financial report was presented .The cash on hand amounted to 722,323 Bahts.  The membership income reduced due to the strong Thai currency.  The Chair of Organizing Committee of the 16th SEAGC, Dr. T.A. Ooi, will donate US$ 10,000 to SEAGS.

2007.2b 
Election of ISRM Regional VP (2007 – 2011) 

Prof. Sharma was nominated for the Regional VP. However, a Korean candidate will be supported and Dr. Noppadol will contact the Korean Geotechnical Society for this issue and was requested to contact ISRM for clarification.  

2007.2c 
IAEG Matters

The following items were brought up :

· 7th Asian Regional Conference in 2009 in Chengdu, China, for information only.

· International Conference on New Development in Engineering Geology, 28-30 July 2008 in UPM, Malaysia.  Dr. Ooi will inquire more information on this conference.

· For the nominations of Prof. Ricardo Oliviera as IAEG Candidate for FIGS President.   It was suggested to get more inputs from Prof. Pedro Pinto, ISSMGE President.

2007.2d 
ISMMGE Matters 


The following items were brought up:

· Geotropika 08 (May 2008) organized by Dr. Khairul Kassim.  Mr. Y.W. Yee will collect more information on this matter.

· TC1 – Coastal Engineering and Dyke Technology –Prof. SS. Lin was recommended to be the representative. 

· TC41 – Geotechnical Infrastructure in Mega City – Prof. Yong was nominated to be the representative.

· JTC1 – Joint Tech. Committee on Landslides and Engineering Slopes- more information will be obtained on this matter from Prof. P. Pinto.

· ISSMGE Council Meeting at ANZ in Brisbane, Australia in October 2007, will be attended by Dr. C.T. Chin, new SEAGS President.

2007.3
AIT situation – Dr. Noppadol Phienwej

Dr. Noppadol reported that AIT administration will review the financial status of GTE program on December 2007 and requires 40 students to break-even, which was never achieved.   The program could get savings from the resignation of one faculty.  With regards to SEAGS office, it is not connected financially to GTE program or the School of Engineering and Technology.  Prof. Bergado added his confidence that the GTE Program will continue at AIT since new programs have been initiated.

2007.4
Journal Editors Report  – Dr. Noppadol Phienwej

Dr. Noppadol apologized for the slow review of the papers submitted due to lack of follow up and secretarial support, since he is also utilizing the secretary of Prof. Bergado in coordinating with the reviewers.  The delay was also attributed to the slow response of the reviewers and fewer papers were also submitted to the GE journal.

Dr. Moh pointed out that Dr. Noppadol should send inquiry through email with regards to the number of papers that a reviewer can handle.  Dr. Noppadol maintained that he sent the inquiry long time ago.  Dr. Ting also mentioned that Editor should acknowledge to the  reviewers, as he did not get any acknowledgment after submitting his review.  Online review was also suggested by Dr. Noppadol to facilitate the review/comments of the papers.  Dr. J. Chu was also suggested to be Co-Editors of the GE Journal in order to help in the review process.

Registration to the Science Citation Index (SCI) and Engineering Index (EI) Compendex have not been made.  Both indices may require the Journal to published 4 issues every year to pass the requirement.  The GE Journal is only issued three per year.  This may also be the reason why fewer papers were received for publications.  It was suggested that some very good conference papers could be reprinted in special issues.  The new Co-Editor is requested to follow up in the SCI and EI registration as well as in the review process.

2007.5 
Report on Progress of 16th SEAGC 2007 in Malaysia – Dr. T.A. Ooi

The Conference has about 490 participants.  The Keynote, Special and Invited Lectures were highly-acclaimed by the participants.  Special thanks were due to the Keynote and Special Speakers, Session Chairs, Participants, Sponsors, Exhibitors and Advertisers who have help in many ways to make the conference successful.

2007.6        Progress of 13th ARC in Kolkota, India – prof. D.T. Bergado 
Twenty five papers from SEAGS members were submitted to the 13th ARC in Kolkota India.  Prof. Som, Chair of the Organizing Committee, will make a short presentation during the 16th SEAGS Conference on 9th May. 

2007.7 
40th Anniversary Volume – Dr. W. H. Ting

The 40th Anniversary Volume is given with the Conference Proceedings.  Most of the works were credited to all SEAGS members who contributed country reports and papers.  Dr. Ting is most grateful to each country contributors from Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong.  

2007.8
Federation of SEAGS Societies – Prof. K. Y. Yong
The Association, not Federation, of Geotechnical Societies in Southeast Asia was formally approved with the concurrence of representatives from Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand.  The Association of Geotechnical Societies in Southeast Asia Secretariat will be located in the Institution of Engineers Malaysia and is expected to start its operations within one year. Dr. Ooi Teik Aun was appointed as the Protem Chairman of the Association.

2007.9
      Other Business
The 17th SEAGC will be held in Taipei, Taiwan in 2010.  The outgoing SEAGS President, Prof. K. Y. Yong, thanked the support of the GC members, especially the members of the Executive Committee.   Dr. Ting moved for a vote of thanks to the outgoing SEAGS President as well as the outgoing GC members.  The GC meeting was adjourned at 6:00PM. 

