Minutes of the SEAGS General Committee (GC) Meeting

during the 3rd International Conference on Soil Characterization 

in Taipei, Taiwan, 2 April 2008, 4:30 to 6:30 PM.
Present:





Apologies:

Dr. C.T. Chin (President)



Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam 

Prof. D.T. Bergado (Secretary-General)


Prof. S.L. Lee


Dr. Z.C Moh





Prof. K.Y. Yong 

Dr. S. Sambhandaraksa




Dr. W.H. Ting 

 


Dr. T.A. Ooi 





Dr. J. Chu

Dr. S.F. Chan





Dr. C.D. Ou



Prof. M.L. Lin





Dr. W. Gasaluck

Prof. H.D. Lin





Dr. N. Phienwej (Journal Editor)

Dr. J.C. Li 





Mr. S.K. Tang


Dr. Jie-Ru Chen
 




Mr. Y.W. Yee







2008.1 Welcome – Dr. C.T. Chin

The SEAGS President, Dr. C.T. Chin, welcome all GC members present in the meeting.  Also, at the beginning of the meeting, Prof. P. Pinto, President of ISSMGE, and Prof. J.D. Nelson, were allowed to say short remarks.   Prof. Pinto remarked that SEAGS may still request for more page allocations for the coming 17th ICSMGE in Alexandria next year.  He also expressed his willingness to help SEAGS promote for more members in Laos and Cambodia by organizing touring lectures in December this year.  Prof. Nelson, who was former colleague of Dr. Moh at AIT, suggested that SEAGS establish a Distinguished Lecture in honor of Dr. Z.C. Moh.  This lecture is to be presented in SEAGS Conference by a person of high geotechnical stature. This proposal by Prof. Nelson has been approved by the GC Members. Then, Dr. Chin presented the proposed agenda items of the meeting.

2008.2 Minutes of the Previous GC Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, May 2007

Dr. Z.C. Moh remarked that he no longer a member of the Executive Committee (ExCom) of SEAGS.  It was then clarified that the current ExCom members consist of the SEAGS President, Secretary-General, Immediate Past-President (Prof. Yong), Dr. Li, Dr. Surachat, Dr. Ting and Dr. Ooi. 

2008.3 Issues from the SEAGS President, Dr. C.T. Chin

Dr. Chin announced that the next Asian Regional Conference in 2011 will be held in Hong Kong. The 6th Intl. Congress on Environmental Geotechnics will be hold in New Delhi in 2011.  Nominations are now underway for the VP of Asia of the ISSMGE.

2008.4 Report of the Secretary-General, Prof. D.T. Bergado

2008.4a
  Financial Report

The SEAGS members totalled 200 in 2007.  This year, as of March 2008, only 61 have renewed their membership.  The membership renewal is still going on.   The cash on hand as of February 2008 is Bahts 676,010.  The income form membership and journal subscriptions reduced due to the strong Thai currency.  The December 2007 Symposium income amounted to around Bahts 75,000.  The Contribution from SEAGC 2007 in KL in the amount of US$ 10,000 was received in February 2008 in the amount of Baths 329,700.  The journal subscribers amounted to 113 in 2007.   As of March 2008, only 29 have renewed.  As shown in the tabulated expenditure and income in 2007, the cast of journal printing editing and mailing expenses have exceeded the income from journal subscriptions.  Thus the membership fees subsidized the journal expenses.  The following comments were made:

· the financial report need more detailed information and need to consult other format of the report.

· the income from December 2007 and 16th SEAGC are not clearly indicated.

· multi-year membership payment should be shown 

· list the donated proceedings as assets

· establish criteria for using SEAGS name and logo in Conference symposia and seminars.  

· Details of the 2007 income and expenses as well as the 2008 budget until be circulated to all GC members.

2008.4b
  ISRM Matters


  The SINOROCK 2009 will be held in Hong Kong.


2008.4c
  IAEG Matters


  The EUROGEO 2008 in September 15 will be held in Madrid, Spain.


2008.4d
  ISSMGE Matters

Prof. W. Van Impe was elected President of the Federation of International Geoengineering Societies (FIGS).

2008.5 Report of Journal Editor, Dr. N. Phienwej

In the absence of Dr. Noppadol, Prof. Bergado presented the Editor’s report.  The journal issues were increased from 2 to 3 per year starting last year. Also, a student assistant was hired to assist the Editor. Consequently, the expenses of printing, mailing and editing increased and exceeded the income. The following proposal to increase the subscriptions and membership fees have been approved:








Old rate


New rate




Libraries 

 
US$ 50


US$ 100




(subscriptions)

Soil Engineering 

US$ 35


US$ 50




(membership)





Engineering Geology

US$ 55


US$ 55




(membership)

Rock Mechanics

US$ 45


US$ 60




(membership)




Discount for Combined 

US$ 15


US$ 25




(memberships)

The action plan for journal has been presented with new members of the Editorial Board.  The Editorial Advisers of the journal need to be revised.

2008.6 Preparation of the 17th SEAGC in Taipei, Prof. M.L. Lin

The 17th SEAGC will be held in the first week of April 2010 at the Taipei International Convention Center.  In this Conference, the first Z.C. Moh Distinguished Lecture will be presented.

2008.7 Report of Association of Geotechnical Societies in Southeast Asia (AGSSEA), Dr.T.A.Ooi

Dr. Ooi, AGSSEA Chair, expressed gratitude to SEAGS for support and desire to explore areas of joint activities with SEAGS through additional discussions with the SEAGS President.

2008.8 Abstarcts for 17th ICSMGE 2009, Dr. C.T. Chin

Eleven abstracts were nominated from SEAGS for the 17th ICSMGE 2009.  These abstracts have been accepted by Prof. Pinto, ISSMGE President.

2008.9 Nominations to Asia Young Geotech Engineering Conference (AYGEC)2008, Dr. C.T. Chin

Dr. Chin presented 4 nominations for AYGEC in Bangalore, India this coming December 2008.  So far, 4 nominees were presented, 3 from Taiwan and 1 from Malaysia. 

2008.10 Other Business, Dr. C.T. Chin

Dr. J. Chu has resigned from Chairmanship of TC-39.  A suitable replacement is needed.  Country representatives will be appointed for countries with minimum of 7 members.

