Minutes of the SEAGS General Committee (GC) Meeting
On 09 May 2010 during the 17th SEAG Conference

Room 207, Agora Garden Hotel in Taipei, Taiwan

Present:

Dr. C.T. Chin (President)

Prof. D.T. Bergado (Secretary-General)

Prof. K.Y. Yong (Immediate Past-President)

Dr. Z.C. Moh

Dr. C.D. Ou

Dr. J.C. Li

Dr. W.H. Ting

Dr. T.A. Ooi

Prof. M.L. Lin

Prof. H.D. Lin

Prof. H.J. Liao

Prof. D.W. Chang

Dr. S. Lim (Cambodia)

Dr. N. Phienwej (Journal Editor)
Mr. K. Yee
Apologies:

Dr. S. Sambhandaraksa

Dr. J. Chu

Prof. S.L. Lee

Mr. S.K. Tang (Singapore)

Mr. Y.W. Yee (Malaysia)

Prof. T. Laing (Myanmar)

Mr. N. Sivisay (Laos)

2010.1
Welcome – Dr. C.T. Chin

The SEAGS President, Dr. C.T. Chin, welcomed everybody and called the meeting in order. He introduced the first-timers such as Prof. H.J. Liao and Dr. S. Lim as well as presented the agenda of the meeting. He also presented the minutes of the previous GC meeting held in Alexandria, Egypt last 04 October 2009.

2010.2
Secretary-General’s Report – Prof. D.T. Bergado
The SEAGS membership has decreasing trend from 202 in 2009 to 73 as of April 2010. A membership drive has been done to remind the unpaid members to renew including those who did not renew last year. In 2009, the income from membership fees amounted to 294,970 Bahts and from journal subscription fees totaled 369,633 Bahts. The Summary of the Income and Expenditure as well as the monthly financial status for 2009 was circulated. Income from the International Symposium last December 2009 amounted to 238,013 Bahts. Most of the expenses were dominated by journal printing and editing as well as postage. The total cash available as of the end of 2009 amounted to 321,703 Bahts. The proposed income and expenditures for 2010 was presented.
2010.3
Int’l. Symposium in Bangkok on 03 to 04 December 2009 – Prof. D.T. Bergado

The recently held Int’l Symposium on 03 to 04 December 2009 in Bangkok was a success with more than 100 participants and 14 exhibition booths. A one-day short course was also held before the symposium with 40 participants. The income to SEAGS amounted to 238,013 Bahts.

2010.4
GE journal Editor’s Report – Dr. N. Phienwej


The subscription amounted to 104 in 2009 with 67 renewed as of April 2010.  For 2009, issues 1 to 3 have been printed and distributed while the last issue no. 4 is still on the process. The current Editor recommended to change the format and management of the journal whose printing, editing, and postage expenses have now become a burden to SEAGS. An alternative will be the e-journal as proposed in the previous meeting by Dr. J. Chu. The current Editor expressed his desire to retire from his position after the completion of issue no. 4 for 2009. The replacement of the Editor will be the first task of the new SEAGS President.
2010.5
17th SEAGC in Taipei, Taiwan – Prof. M.L. Lin

Prof. M.L. Lin, Chair of the Organizing Committee, presented the information of 17th SEAGC on 10 to 13 May 2010. Prof. M.B. Jamiolkowski will present the Dr. Z.C. Moh Distinguished Lecture and Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam will present the Chin Fung Kee Lecture. Prof. J.L. Briaud, Dr. D. Becker, and Prof. T.S. Ueng will present Guest Lectures. There will be more than 150 participants and numerous exhibitors and sponsors. Prof. D.W. Chang served as Secretary-General of the Conference. An amount of US$ 10,000 was allocated to be donated to SEAGS Secretariat after the Conference.
2010.6
14th ARC in Hong Kong on 23 to 27 May 2011 – Prof. D.T. Bergado


A total of 24 abstracts were submitted by SEAGS members for the 14th ARC in Hong Kong next year, which is within the quota. These abstracts will be circulated to all the Executive Committee members of SEAGS for information and comments. It was suggested that members of SEAGS within the region have priority as a matter of policy.

2010.7
Issues from SEAGS President – Dr. C.T. Chin


The SEAGS President announced that the next SEAG Conference (18th SEAGC) will be held in Singapore in 2012 because Singapore was the only candidate. This conference will also be designated as the first AGSSEA Conference. The proposed theme of the conference will be “Challenges in Geotechnics”. It was also announced that the new ISSMGE President, Prof. J.L. Briaud, has formed 3 new super committees, namely, Technical Oversight Committee (TOC), Membership Practitioners, Academicians Committee (MPAC), and Innovations and Development Committee (IDC). The changes of the TCs of ISSMGE were also presented and discussed. It has been noted that no TC has been hosted by SEAGS. A complaint will be made to the new ISSMGE President.
2010.8
Election of the Next SEAGS President – Dr. C.T. Chin


Dr. T.A. Ooi was the only nomination for the next SEAGS President and was then unanimously elected for the period of 2010 to 2012.

2010.9
Other Business

i.
A country report from Singapore was tabulated for information.

ii.
Another business is in the revision of the current SEAGS Statutes. The revisions consisted of 3 items, namely: a) Provision of Corporate Membership in Section 2.3 with entrance fee of US$ 200 and annual membership of US$ 500; b) The references of Hong Kong for Country Representative in Section 5.3.3 were removed; and, c) The co-opted members of the GC as stipulated in Section 5.3.4 were increased from 3 to 7.
