Minutes of the SEAGS General Committee (GC) Meeting
on 25 May 2011 at 03:00 PM during the 14th Asian Regional Conference (ARC)
in Room QR512, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong
Present:

Dr. T.A. Ooi (President)

Prof. D.T. Bergado (Secretary-General)

Prof. K.Y. Yong
Dr. Z.C. Moh

Dr. J.C. Li

Prof. H.J. Liao

Prof. S.S. Lin

Prof. D.W. Chang

Dr. J. Chu

Mr. E.C. Lee

Mr. K. Yee

Mr. Y.W. Yee 

Apologies:

Dr. C.T. Chin (Immediate Past President) 

Dr. W.H. Ting

Dr. S. Sambhandaraksa

Prof. S.L. Lee

Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam

Dr. N. Phienwej (Journal Editor)

Prof. M.L. Lin

Dr. C.D. Ou

Mr. N. Sivisay (Laos)

Prof. T. Laing (Myanmar)

Dr. S. Lim (Cambodia)

2010.1
Welcome – Dr. T.A. Ooi

The SEAGS President, Dr. T.A. Ooi welcomed everybody and called the meeting in order. He introduced those attending for the first time such as Prof. S.S. Lin (representing Taiwan Geotechnical Society), Lee Eng Choy (representing Malaysia IEM GETD) as well as presented the agenda of the meeting. He also tabled the minutes of the previous GC meeting held on 09 May 2010 in conjunction with 17SEAGC in Taipei, Taiwan for approval. The meeting unanimously approved the minutes of the GC meeting. 
2010.2
Secretary-General’s Report – Prof. D.T. Bergado
SEAGS membership continues to decrease from 164 in 2010 to 55 as of April 2011. The SEAGS Secretariat continuously reminds our members for renewal of membership. In 2010, the income from membership fees amounted to ThB 297,872 while the income from journal subscription fees amounted to ThB 295,193. Income from the International Symposium last December 2010 amounted to ThB 46,105. Most of the expenses were secretarial services, postage, and printing from previous year. The total cash available at the end of 2010 amounted to ThB 467,200. The income and expenditure summary for 2010 has been requested and has been circulated after the GC meeting. The proposed income and expenditures for 2011 was also presented. Two issues of SEAGS Newsletter were edited by the SEAGS Secretariat and circulated to SEAGS members in February and August 2010. 
2010.3
Int’l. Symposium in Bangkok on 07 to 08 December 2010 – Prof. D.T. Bergado

The International Symposium held in Bangkok from 07 to 08 December 2010 was attended by more than 100 participants. Dr. T.A. Ooi, SEAGS President, presented a special lecture together with Dr. G. Heerten from NAUE of Germany. I addition, several Keynote and Invited Lectures were given by prominent academics from Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, India, China, Malaysia, etc. The income to SEAGS amounted to ThB 46,105. 
2010.4
GE Journal Editor’s Report – Prof. D.T. Bergado
In the absence of the Journal Editor, Prof. Bergado presented the report on his behalf. The GE Journal subscription continued to decrease from 76 in 2010 to 52 as of April 2011. The summary of journal subscribers as well as income and expenditures were presented. In 2010, the GE Journal was published as E-Journal for the first time. However, for the benefit of the paid subscribers, the whole year volume for 2010 with 4 issues were printed and distributed. In addition, the corresponding soft copies in CDs were distributed to all SEAGS members. Dr. Z.C. Moh, Founder of SEAGS, queried the open access of the E-Journal. The GC members agreed to investigate limited access and authorize the Secretary-General to explore and obtain a solution. 

2010.5
Participation in the 14th ARC in Hong Kong – Prof. D.T. Bergado

A total of 14 papers out of 24 accepted abstracts were presented by SEAGS members during the 14th ARC in Hong Kong from 23 to 27 May 2011.
2010.6
International Symposium in Bangkok on 07 to 08 December 2011 – Prof. D.T. Bergado

As continuing annual activity, an International Symposium will be held in Bangkok from 07 to 08 December 2011. Everybody is requested to support this event.
2010.7
Proposed Revision of SEAGS Statutes – Dr. T.A. Ooi

Dr. T.A. Ooi, SEAGS President, proposed to include in the SEAGS Statutes the Life Membership Scheme of SEAGS. The issue of Life Membership was discussed in previous GC meetings in order to make simple the collection process of yearly subscription. Currently, the conditions for Life Membership as implemented on an adhoc basis are as follows:
1. For a person older than 60 (including 60) years old, five times of annual regular membership fee.

2. For a person more than 55 (including 55) but less than 60 years, [(60-age)+5} times annual regular membership fee.

3. For a person less than 55 years old, ten times of the regular annual membership fee.

Members present were encouraged to subscribe to Life Membership Scheme. 
2010.8
The Future of SEAGS – Dr. T.A. Ooi

The immediate future of SEAGS has been discussed. The issues discussed included the possible retirement and replacement of SEAGS Secretary-General as well as the relocation of SEAGS Secretariat from AIT. Prof K Y Yong agreed to discuss this matter with Prof S L Lee and seek Prof S L Lee’s advice.
2010.9
Other Business – Prof. D.T. Bergado

The 18th SEAG Conference (18SEAGC) will be held in Singapore in 2013 in conjunction with the 1st AGGSEA Conference. Moreover, the 15th ARC will be held in Fukuoka, Japan in 2015.

