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MINUTES OF THE 20TH SEAGS GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING
Date:

6th November 2018 (Tuesday)
Venue: 
Hamilton Room, Pullman Jakarta Central Park Hotel, Jakarta, Indonesia  
	Present:
	GC Members
	Dr. Noppadol Phienwej
	President - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Kuo Chieh Chao
	Secretary-General - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Za Chieh Moh
	Founder President - SEAGS

	
	
	Prof. Kwet Yew Yong
	Past President - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Chung Tien Chin
	Past President - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Suttisak Soralump
	President - TGS

	
	Co-Opted Members
	Ir. Yew Weng Yee
	Gamuda Geo Sd. Bhd.

	
	
	Ir. Kenny K.S. Yee
	Regional Synergy Consulting

	
	
	Dr. Jian Chu
	Nanyang Technological University

	
	
	Prof. Hung-Jiung Liao


	National Taiwan University of Science & Technology

	
	
	Prof. Der-Wen Chang
	Tamkang University

	
	Invited Guests
	Prof. Charles W.W. Ng
	ISSMGE President

	
	
	Prof. Eun Chul Shin
	VP of ISSMGE for Asia

	
	
	Dr. Erwin Oh
	Griffith University

	
	
	Prof. Askar Zhussupbekov
	L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University

	
	
	Dr. Apiniti Jotisankasa
	TGS

	
	
	Dr. Susit Chaiprakaikeow
	TGS

	
	
	Prof. Keh Jian Shon
	CTGS

	GC Member Apologies:
	Dr. Teik Aun Ooi
	Past President - SEAGS

Past Chairman - AGSSEA

	
	
	Prof. D.T. Bergado 
	Past Secretary-General - SEAGS & Journal Editor

	
	
	Dr. John Chien-Chung Li 
	Past President - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Wen Hui Ting   


	Past President - SEAGS and 

Past Chairman - AGSSEA

	
	
	Prof. A.S. Balasubramaniam 
	Past President - SEAGS

	
	
	Dr. Chin Der Ou 
	Past President - SEAGS

	
	
	Ir. Thien Seng Yee


	Chairman of IEM Geotechnical Engineering Technical Division and Consultant

	
	
	Dr. Soktay Lim
	Norton University

	
	
	Dr. Toe Hlaing
	Yangon City Development Committee


Agenda 1:
Opening Address by the President of SEAGS – Prof. Noppadol
The Chairman, Prof. Noppadol, called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. The Chairman of the meeting welcomed everyone to join the meeting. 
Agenda 2:
Introduction of Attending GC Members and Invited Guests

The meeting started with a round of introductions of those present. Eighteen members attended the meeting.  A list of the attendees is presented at the beginning of the minutes. 
Agenda 3:
Confirmation of Minutes of the GC Meeting held at the SEAGS 50th Anniversary Symposium
The minutes of the GC meeting held at the SEAGS 50th Anniversary Symposium were sent to the members by e-mail prior to the meeting.  There was no matter that arose.  The minutes were approved without amendment.  
Agenda 4:
Secretary-General Report & Financial Status 
The Secretary-General Report and Financial Status were sent by e-mail to all members prior to the meeting. The Chairman proposed that the Secretary-General, Dr. Geoff, briefly highlight the important points made in the report.
Agenda 4.1:
Membership of SEAGS
A summary of our society members in each category up to the year 2018 was presented in the report.  Currently, our society has a total of 157 life members, 57 individual members, 2 institution members, and 3 company members. Summaries of the life members, individual members, institution members, and company members from each country were given in the report and reviewed at the meeting. 
Agenda 4.2:
2018 Financial Report 
The Secretary-General also reported the current financial status of the Society to the members. The Society has a cash balance of 2.8 million baht as of 1st July of this year. A summary of the cash balances from 2013 to 2018 was reviewed at the meeting.  The total expected expenses for the whole year was estimated to be approximately 932,000 baht, and as of July 2018, the Society has spent approximately 513,000 baht. 
Agenda 5:
Amendment of SEAGS Statute
The amendment of the SEAGS Statute was sent to the members by e-mails before the meeting. This amendment was discussed at the last GC meeting in 2017. The Statute was further revised by Prof. Bala and other members afterward. The changes in the Statute were discussed item by item at the meeting, and the comments for the changes were provided by the members at the meeting. It was determined that the Secretary-General clean up the changes and email the updated version of the Statute to the GC member for their final review and approval.
Agenda 6:
Journal of the SEAGS and AGSSEA
The Secretary-General updated the members with the current status of the jointly published SEAGS-AGSSEA Geotechnical Engineering Journal. The Journal currently has 31 regular subscriptions and 4 online subscriptions. The Journal’s subscription continues to decrease dramatically since 2013.  A summary of the regular subscription starting from 2015 to 2018 for each country was provided in the report.  
The Secretary-General presented a summary report prepared by the Editorial Team regarding the current status of the Journal to the members at the meeting. A special thank was made to Dr. Ooi for his extensive contributions to the production of the Journal. The issues for the year 2018, 2019, and 2020 Journals are nearly completed. Our journal has sufficient papers up to 2021. The majority of the papers is submitted by people from China, India, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, USA, and Vietnam. 
Prof. Chu Jian discussed the proposal from Springer International Publishing at the meeting.  The members requested to have a detailed review of the proposal before the final decision is made.  The Secretary-General will send the proposal to the members for their review.   
Agenda 7:
SEAGS-AGSSEA Newsletter and News Circular
The Secretary-General updated the members with the current status of our SEAGS-AGSSEA Newsletter and News Circular.  Currently, we have two forms of newsletters.  One is called the SEAGS-AGSSEA Newsletter, and the other is called the SEAGS-AGSSEA News Circular. The content of the Newsletter contains top stories, society announcement, selected projects, upcoming conferences, and journal links.  An example of the October Newsletter was included in the package of the meeting. The Newsletter is issued quarterly and is about 3 pages long embedded in emails.  The News Circular contains similar information as that for the Newsletter.  The main differences are that the News Circular is issued monthly and is sent to our members as an attachment to emails. The following decisions regarding the Newsletter and the News Circular were made by the GC members at the meeting.

1. It is not necessary to have two forms of the newsletters from our Society.  Thus, the decision was to combine both newsletters into one.  We will issue the newsletters quarterly.
2. It was recommended to leave out the section of Selected Project in the newsletter.

3. The content of the newsletter should be reviewed and approved by both Secretaries-General of SEAGS and AGSSEA.
4. The Society appreciates Prof. Bala’s involvement in issuing the newsletters.  Thus, it was decided to put the logo of the Griffith University into the acknowledgment section of the newsletter. 
Agenda 8:
Relation & Cooperation Between SEAGS and AGSSEA
AIT has been supporting our Society by (1) offering us an office free of charge and (2) waiving the overhead charges of our account through AIT’s accounting system.  The Secretary-General had a meeting with President Woon before this GC meeting to seek AIT’s continuous support of our Society on those two items mentioned above.  President Woon mentioned that he has no problem to continue to provide the support to our Society.    

The following two items were completed in the last year to promote the idea of cooperation between SEAGS and AGSSEA:

1. The SEAGS and AGSSEA websites were combined.

2. The SEAGS and AGSSEA newsletters are issuing together.
Other possibilities, such as merging the secretary offices and hosting lectures together, were discussed at the meeting.  It was decided that we need to continue to discuss this agenda  in the next GC meeting.
Agenda 9:
Election of New SEAGS President
The term for Prof. Noppadol being the President of the Society ends this year.  Prof. Noppadol’s enormous contributions to our Society were appreciated. Dr. Suttisak was nominated as the new president of SEAGS.  The meeting members endorsed the nomination and welcomed Dr. Suttisak. The effective date of his appointment was from the date of this GC meeting.
Agenda 10:
Appointment of Secretary-General

Dr. Suttisak asked Dr. Geoff to continue to serve as the Secretary-General of the Society. The meeting members endorsed the appointment. The effective date of his appointment was also from the date of the GC meeting.
Agenda 11:
Progress Report of 16 ARC Conference by Dr. Der Wen Chang

This agenda was moved to the 7th Council Meeting of AGSSEA, which was scheduled to be held immediately after this GC meeting, due to the time constraint of this meeting.   
Agenda 12:
2020 International Geohazard Conference

The draft announcement material of the 2020 International Geohazard Conference was included in the meeting package for GC members’ information. The idea of having a conference in 2020 was welcomed.  However, the draft announcement was never approved by the GC members before it was sent out.  The members emphasized that the protocol of announcing the conference within the Society before it is sent out should be followed. 
An idea of combining this conference with the next regional conference was discussed.  It was suggested that the next conference is jointly held by SEAGS and TGS in Thailand.  

Agenda 13:
Recent Development of ISSGME by Prof. Charles Ng
This agenda was moved to the 7th Council Meeting of AGSSEA due to the time constraint issue.
Agenda 14:
Other Business

No other issues were discussed. 
The meeting closed at 5:56 PM on Nov. 6.  
Minutes Recorded by:
Dr. Kuo Chieh Chao  
Secretary-General  
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